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RHE FIFTH EDITION, 
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Sold by H. Woodgate, near the Chapter Coffee-Houſe, St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
(Parct Ont SH1LLING.) | 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


Warn As the Word F ORM, printed in the Title Page 
of ſome which were at firſt ſold, has given Diſguſt to 
rene. . NAA 5 4 Þ 
a FEW Individuals, we have in its room ſubſtituted that 
of BRITANNIA, as it is very far from the Intention of 
the Author to diſpleaſe any of his Readers, even the moſt 


conſcientious and devout. 
ET IAA dA tomry yo. 


| This Day i publiſh” Þlice' Sit hence, 
The SECOND EDITION, of 
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Er HE LAMENTATION of BRITANNIA I ib Tüio and 
Twenty Months Impriſonment of John Wiikes, Eſq; in the 
King's Bench. 5 


My Spirit fainted within me h 1 heard of my Beloved, that 
he was returned unto the faſt Place, and now. I go mourning 
all the Day long. 
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Ur Lairdſbp's comica landou ; 


Toft hewa yautho randdon 


Ort hewrite randſoon 


BXITANVIA“S INTERCESSION 


FOR 


THE 


Happy Deliverance of ove Wilkes, Ela; & 


¶ At the beginning of this inter- 
ceffion, the orator ſhall pronounce, 
with an audible vcice, one * theſe 


paſſages. 


HEN B#*#*#* turneth from 
the error of his way, and 
doeth that which is ſeemly and 
good, he ſhall wear his plaid in 
eace. | Scots Journ. 

To Wilkes belong freedom and 
greatneſs of ſpirit, though many 
have deviſed | againſt him, and 
complied not with the words of 
his mouth, North Briton. 

Through the ſpirit of Wilkes 
we are yet in the land of 'freedom, 


faileth not. Polit. Regiſt. 
Sive thanks, O ye people, give 
thanks unto Wilkes, for he is mighty 
amongſt us. Let. to Hy, 
O let the wickedneſs of a fa- 
vourite come to an end, but eſta- 
bliſh the upright and free · born. 
No. 4 

We waited patiently for Wilkes, 


and he came unto us, and he heard 


our moan. Gaz. 


\EARLY beloved country- 
men, Wilkes's ſpeeches ur- 

geth us in ſeveral places to ac- 
knowledge and confeſs our grati- 
tude and praiſes, and that we ſhould 


not diſſemble or hide them before 
the face of our country, but con- 
feſs them with a joyful and merry 
heart, to the end that we, may 


enjoy a continuance. of the ſame, 


through his fortitude and plain- 
neſs. And although we ought at 
all times to acknowledge our fa- 


- vours from great men, ſo ought we 


eſpecially ſo to do when we. come 
together, to render thanks for the 
great benefits we have received 
from Wilkes's hands, to ſpeak in 
his praiſe, to hear every ſpeech, 
and to plead thoſe things which 


are conſtitutional and requiſite both 


for freedom and liberty. 
| becauſe his exertion in that point 


¶ Then the orator ſeal ſay, 
O Wilkes! be thou our ſtrength. 
Anſw. And we will found; forth 


thy name abroad on the earth. 


Orat. O Wilkes! continue thy 
aid. 1 
Anſw. O Wilkes! continue thy 


45. aid. 


¶ Here all landing, the orator 
ſhall ſay, 


Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! 


Anſw. As thou wert in the be- 
ginning, thou art now, and ever 
will be, liberty without end. 
Amen. 


q Ven 


B 
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© i Then the people ſhall chaunt, 

| Come, let us ſing anto Wilkes, 
0 let us rejoice in the ſpirit of 

his writings. 

Let us thank him with our lips, 
and ſhew ourſelves glad in him 
with buzzas. 

For Wilkes is a great writer, and 


a Writer above all writers. 


In his brain are all the quirks of 


the law, and their effects are known 
10 him alſo. 


The N*##* B*##*##* is his, and 


he made it, his head prepared the 
matter thereof. 

For he is the man that ſheweth 
wonders, and we are the le 
that read the work of his hands. 

If you would hear him ſpeak, 
turn not away, as in his provoca- 
tion, when an exile, and as in the 
day of tribulation in the King's 
Bench priſon. 

When our great men tempted 
him, proved him and faw him 
ſtaunch. 

Several years was he grieved 
with this ſet of wretches, and ſaid, 
It is a people who want ſlavery 
and famine. They know not my 
worth. | = 
Unto whom I ſware by magna 
charta that they ſhould not gain 
their end. 

Honour be to thee, O Wilkes ! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end, Amen. 


¶ Then ſhall follow theſe dents; ani 
verſe by the orator, and another 


' bythe 
om thanks unto Wilkes, 


Oo for he is ſenſible, and his 
ſenſibility continueth for ever. 

Let all them give thanks whom 
he hath defended, and delivered 


© 


from the power of arbitrary ſei- 
Zures. 

Many a time have ſome men 
fought againſt him, aſter the wri- 
ting of number Forty- five. 

Yea, many a time have they 


vexed him, but they have not ut- 


terly prevailed over him. 

They have ſpread their- net to 
deſtroy him without a cauſe, vea, 
even without a caufe did they put 
him afar off, 

They laid a net for his feet, and 
have happily fallen into it them- 


ſelves. 


Great is his courage, and great 
his perſeverance, yea and his mw 
city is wonderful. 

Wilkes ſitteth up the fallen poor 
and bringeth down oppreſſors to 
the ground. 

Let your voice be for the man of 
your right-hand, and upon the man 
who, hath ſupported you, inthe time 
of your trouble. 

We will not go back from: * 
O Wilkes ! O let us be. free, and 
we will ſing forth thy name. 

Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
_ without end. Amen. 


ILK Es, thou haſt: been 
our glory from one tribu- 

lation to another. 
Before the Eſſay was brought 
forth, or the North Briton was 
made, thou waſt the.man of liberty 


Vu Who defendeſt our cauſe, and ſtood 
up in our behalf. 


Thou turneſt B*** to diſtrac- 
tion, and again thou ſayeſt, Riſe 
no more to perplex this free peo- 
ple. 

For all thy intrigues were in 

my 


. Britannia's Intercefſion for Feln Mikes, Eſq. 


my ſight, they are but as yeſterday 


in mine eyes. 


But behold, thou ſhalt dread my 


diſpleaſure, and be afraid of my ſpi- 
rited indignation. $133 

J have ſet thy miſdeeds befor 
thee, and thy ſecret fawnings in the 
light of thine own eyes. 

Behold, who regardeth the power 
of thy wrath? it is even as a wea- 
pon without ſharpneſs. 

Thou art full of nothingnelſs, 
and art empty for lack of true 
knowledge. | 8155 

Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


¶ The ledture appointed . for | this 
interciſſion, is taken out) | 
. the Chronicles, the twelfth chap. 
ter, beginning at. the fortysfifth 


TOW there was in the reign 
0 of G*#*#*# the king, a 
mighty ſpirit of tribulation. And 
the great men of the land were 
laying upon the people burthens of 
great weight, yea, heavier burthens 
than were borne by their fathers, or 
their fathers fathers before them. 
And they cried out unto the elders, 
and complained for lack of relief. 
(Now the elders were deaf to their 
cries, and they minded not the 
daily lamentation which they made.) 

And they cried yet louder and 
louder, ſo that the whole land was 
pierced with the ſound thereof. 
And behold, in proceſs of time, 
that there aroſe up a man, (who 


was alſo an elder, and a colonel of 


the guard, in the land of Buck- 
ingham) who had compaſſion 
upon them; and he opened his 


mouth, and ſaid, Of a truth J 


of had ſpoken well of the 


perceive that you are oppreſſed and 
agrieved, and that your taſk- 
maſters lay upon you more than 
you are able to bear. Behold, 1 
myſelf will ſpeak unto this people 
who do evil continually, and will 
require a reaſon for that which 
they now do. Be ye, therefore, 
patient, having peace amongſt your- 
ſclves, and you ſhall be filled. 
Now it came to paſs that after a 
ſhort time this good man did as he 

miſed unto the people: And 
e ſpoke time after time of -theic 


tribulation, and wrote even letters 


with his own hand, complaining 
of the rulers in a free country. 
And behold, they were' affronted 
thereat, and they were full of en- 
vy againſt this man, becauſe he 
** people, 
And when it was ſo that he had 
wrote even a forty- fifth letter 
unto them, that they took him 
out of the houſe of his habitation, 
and put him into a faſt place, 


which place is called a tower even 


unto this day. And they looked 
into his dwelling, and | ſearched 
for his papers, and all his ſecret 
workings, and they took them 
every one, And behold,” when 
they had found theſe, that they 
took him from the faſt place, and 
baniſhed' him afar off beyond the 
ſea. And he was left there, and 
commanded not to return; for be- 
hold it was ſeemly unto the elders 
that he ſhould be put away from 
amongſt them. 

Thus ends the firſt lecture. 

All ye people, praiſe ye 

Wilkes, bleſs him, and huz- 

za him for ever! 


O ye printers of the land, praiſe 


ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and huzza 


im for ever! Ry 
Oye 


—— — 
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O ye printers devils, and their 
agents of whatſoever denomination, 
praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
huzza him for ever | 

O all ye bookſellers, pamphlet- 
ſtitchers, and bookbindeas, praiſe ye 
Wilkes bleſs him and huzza him 


for ever! 


O Williams, praiſe Wilkes, bleſs 
him, and huzza him for ever | 
O Bingley, praiſe Wilkes, bleſs 
han, and huzza him for ever ! 

O all ye glazicrs of the city, 
praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
huzza him for ever | 

O ye chandlers of greaſe, praiſe 
ye Wilkes, bleſs him, 'and huzza 
him for ever 

O ye uncorrupted, non-bribed, 
and independent electors of the city, 

raiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs him, and 
. 1im for ever? 

O ye glorious and ever-famed 
reeholders of Middleſex, praiie ye 
Wilkes, bleſs him, and huzza him 
for ever! 

0 all ye ballad-ſingers, hawkers, 


bad pedlars, praiſe ye Wilkes, bleſs 


him, and huzza him for ever! 
Honour be to thee, O Wilkes! 
As thou wert in the beginning, 

thou art now, and ever will be, 

A without end. Amen, 


C The your leflure is taken out 
97 the book of Prophecies,. ſecond 
chapter, beginning at the weft 
verſe. 
HaTsotveR things were 
written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we 
through inſtruction and underſtand- 
ing, might ſee into the depths there- 
of. Now the great ſecret is found 
out which was before hid from our 


vourite, and this favourite was 
B**#*, and B*** was with ther. 

Many were the things wrought by 
him, and without him was not an 

evil done that was done. In him 
was pride, and that pride was found 
to be the dectruction of men. 

Now there was a man returned 
from the land whereunto he was 
ſent, and alſo perſecuted, whoſe: 
name was Wilkes, the fame came 
back for a plague unto evil doers. 
And he abode within the gates of 
the city many days, and put his 
name among thoſe who were to be 
choſen elders of the land. But they 
caſt him from among them ſo that 
he was not one of the elect, and 
he went his way. Howbeit he 
had in another roll his name wiit- 
ten (as is recorded in the Chro- 
nicles) and he was, choſen. Now 
when B#**#*. heard thereof, and 
ſaw what they had done amongſt 
them, he was very wroth, and |w 
not what to! do, for this“ 

man had ſtung him aforetime. 80 
he ſtirred up his fellows" againſt 
him, to perſecute him, that he 
might not abide: with them. And 
behold they grew exceeding pow- 
erful, inſomuch that they took 
him away from the people, and 
put him into a ſtrong hold. And 
the people grew very wroth, and 
was diſpleaſed thereat. And they 
aſſembled in great companies by 
thouſands, and would not be at 
reſt, becauſe of the «things which 
were done. And they made great 
noiſes together ; and many got for 
themſelves chalk which was white 
for to make a mark on every man 


as he paſſed, thus, 4. 45» And this 


eyes, and we ſee clearly as at noon- mark was put upon the coverings 
day. In the beginning was a- fa- of the heads and the backs of all 


who 
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who paſſed this way or that way 
in honour of their great idols, 
Wilkes and Liberty. 
even of many days did they do 
theſe things. | 

Thus endeth the ſtcond lecture. 


¶ Then ſhall be ſaid by the orator 
and the people. 
E merry, O my countrymen, 
let your hearts be filled with 
gladneſs; and chear up your fouls 
with a ſong. 
Be ye ſure that he ſhall be re- 


leaſed : it is he that defendeth us; 
and not our Twitchers; we are 


his friends and the delight of his 


heart. 

O go your way into the city with 
huzzas, and unto your homes with 
his praiſe, ſhow favour untoWilkes, 
and rejoice in his name. 

For Wilkes is ever firm, his pa- 
triotiſm is everlaſting, and his praiſe 
will endure for ever. 

Honour be to thee, O Wilkes ! 

As thou wert in the beginning, 
thou art now, and ever will be, 
liberty without end. Amen. 


¶ Then ſhall be ſaid the Wilkoman 
creed, by the orator, and the peo- 
ple repeating it after bim. 
Believe in Wilkes, the firm 
patriot, maker of number 45. 
Who was born for our good. 
Suffered under arbitrary power. 
Was baniſhed and impriſoned. 
He aſcended into purgatory, and 
returned ſome time after. He aſ- 
cended here with honour, and fit- 
teth amidſt the great aſſembly of 
the people, where he ſhall judge 
both the favourite and his crea- 
tures. I believe in the ſpirit of 
his abilities, that they will prove 
to the good of our country. In 


the reſurrection of liberty, and the 


life of univerſal freedom for ever. 
Amen. 


Until the 


¶ Then the orator ſhall ſav, 

O Wilkes! be ftill thy attention 
upon us. | 

Anſw. And lend us thy aſſiſtance. 

Orat, O aid thy country! 

Anſio, And give help to the ig- 
norant when they call upon thee. 

Orat. Arm thyſelf with patience. 

. Anſw. And make thy loyal 

friends happy. | 4 

Orat. Save us from lethargy. 

Anſw. And rouze us from flum- 
ber. | 

Orat. Make peace in our city, 
O Wilkes! ol 

Anſw. Becauſe there is no other 
that hath ſuch influence but thou 
O Wilkes! 

Orat. Wilkes, make clean our 
member houſe. : 

Anſw. And be with us for ever, 


¶ A prayer for a king. 

| OST gracious providence ! 

on the beſt of monarchs 
we beſeech thee to ſhower down 
the beſt of thy bleſſings. Let true 
wiſdom govern every. action of his 
life. Attacked by favourites and 
tools, © venal and corrupt locuſts, 
O arm him with ſtrength to over- 
come their fallacy and withſtand 
all their temptations. Let not 
effrontery or ' arrogance prevail a- 
gainſt him; nor the dictates of 
preſumption ' preſide where ma- 
jeſty and power join hand in hand. 
From evil aſperſions and falſe ac- 
cuſations ever ſhield him. From 
all party influence protect him! 
and may juſtice for ever be the 
rule of his conduct. With mer- 
cy and compaſſion endow him for 
the ſake of his country. Amen. 
q Another 
C | 
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= Anot * for wicked miniſiers. 

E ſons of ambition and pride, 

ye workers of evil, and the 
deſtroyers of the poor, woe, woe, 
woe belong unto you wherever ye 
dwell. O, ye gods! have mercy 
upon them. Teach them to act 
like men and behave as beings ca- 
pable of feeling and fraught with 
reaſon. O turn the hearts of all 
penſioners, placemen, and favou- 
rites from the preſent mode of 
action. Give them to know and 
to fee] for the neceſſities of the 
poor and indigent; and that, in- 
ſtead of bowing, ſcraping, and 
cringing for a place in the court, 
it would much better become them 
to exert their utmoſt abilities (as 


the ſervants: of the public) in en- 
deavouring to lower the prices of 
almoſt all the neceſſaries of life, 
that the poor man may rejoice, 
and the heart of the widow be up- 
lifted with joy. Teach them ſub- 
miſſion to the will of their maſter, 


and to be always attentive to thoſe 


things which concern the public 
and the common weal in general. 
Give them this ſpirit of ambition of 
doing good to their country, and we 
aſk no more for the ſake of peace 


and good order. Amen. 


OW to all men be conſola- 

tion, friendſhip, and good 
will, from this time forth, and for 
evermore, Amen. 


IJ Then the clerk ſhall ſet five lover of the CLI. pſalm, common meaſure. 


A LL people who on the earth.do well, 
And thoſe that ſkim the ſea, 
With one accord, and heart and voice, 


„ BL WILKITE let him be. 


As for thoſe men who highly live, 
partial ſway, 


And bear a 


And will not for their freedom rouze, 


Shall ſee a woful day. 


Now in the congregatian then, 
Ye Britons, all agree ; 

Give thanks to Wilkes with one accord, 
Who purchas'd liberty. 


Do not withdraw yourſelves away, 
When he ſtands moſt in need; 

Then will he grant your inmoſt wiſh, 
And ſave your childrens feed. 


The people who in London dwell 
Shall come to him full thick ; 
And all his foes who do rebel, 


The carth and duſt ſhall lick, 


A Political and Conſtitutional 


S E R M ON. 


Book of Prophecics, Chap. 1. Ver. 45, 46, 47. 


| $909, 16 
And there fhall come a fox from the north, yall ami a 
be- lion ſhall rouge himſelf in the ſouth, and they all be at 
war, and ſhall not dwell at quiet. And there ſhall come diſ- 
treſſes and tumults upon the land, even in this great city, and 
the oppreſſed ſhall riſe up by hundreds and by thouſands. And 
in theſe aays locuſts ſhall overſpread all the face of the land. 


FEY... 


N the words before us the prophet ſeems clearly to indicate to us, the 
troubleſome vexations and diſturbing animoſities which muſt of 
neceſſity prevail, in ſome future time, amongſt a particular people. 
And he endeavours to point out the beginning of theſe troubles in ſo very 
diſtin a manner, as if he deſigned to give the inhabitants a timely warn- 
ing of this dreadful cataſtrophe, _ by proper means they * in 
ome 
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ſome meaſure, prevent its coming ſo ſevere upon them as utterly to 
deſtroy them in their fins. He not only prophecies in general terms, 
but is alſo particularly careful reſpecting the time and place when and 
where theſe things ſhall come to paſs. 


A fox, ſays he, ſhall come from the NO RT H—a lion from the 
SOUTH=—and there ſhall come diſtreſſes in THIS great city—and in 
THESE days locuſts ſhall overſpread the face of the land. So you find, 
my brethren, that when the fox is come from the nortb—and the he-lion 
has rouzed himſelf in the ſouth—diſtreſſes and tumults are to be expected 

in the city, and over the whole face of the land; and, that hundreds and 
thouſands of oppreſſed people ſhall riſe up together—and, when theſe 
things are ſo far accompliſhed, then, in THESE days, locuſts ſhall come 
in upon us and dwell on the land. 

Having thus conſidered the words in general, as they ſtand before us, 

it may be neceſſary, for the further illuſtration of this paſſage to conſider 

particularly ; | 


4 


I. What we are to underſtand by A fox coming from the north, 


II. How, and in what manner, 4 be- lion is to rouze himſelf tn the ſouth, 
and why they ſhall be at war, and ſhall not dwell at quiet. 


III. Conſider, what diſtreſſes and tumults ſhould oppreſs the land, ſo that 


the oppreſſed ſhall riſe up by hundreds and by thouſands. 


IV. Give ſome deſcription of the locuſts which are to overſpread the 


face of the whole land. And. | 


f 
I 


| Laſtly, Conclude with ſome practical improvement upon the whole. 


And, 


Firſt, What we are to underſtand by A fox coming from the north. 


It may appear neceſſary, for the right apprehending of the text, now 
under our conſideration, that the book of Prophecies was, originally, 
wrote in London; and therefore, when the prophet ſays, ©* ever in this 
great city” he muſt be underſtood to mean that place: and of courſe it 

follows, that the land ſpoken of is no other than that of South- Britain, 
on the north of which lieth that part of it which is called Scotland, from 


whence our admired penman hath informed us the ox thould _ 
| | | nd, 


L 13 ] | 

And, as it may not be altogether diſagreeable, or in the leaſt unworthy 
the notice-of my hearers, I will firſt give a ſhort deſcription of theſe ani- 
mals, and then proceed. In general, foxes are very remarkable for their 
deep cunning, They will, when purſued by hunters, make urine on 
their tails, and ſtrike them upon the faces of the dogs. When trapped 
by a gin, they have been known to bite off the part confined, and ſo 
eſcaped. And being hungry, they feign themſelves dead, on whom the 
fowls lighting for prey, they riſe and devour them. But, as there are 
different kinds of foxes, ſo their artful inventions are as various. That 
kind of fox mentioned by the Prophet, the generality of commentators 
agree to be the BOOT-FOX, and deſcribe him with an extraordinary 
long head, ſmooth tongue, and remarkable long eyes. His legs are 
covered with a kind of a mottled woolly furr, though bare at the joints of 
his knees, and his feet to be cloven. This fox, my beloved, it is well 
known, has been amongſt us for ſome time, and did, originally, come 
from the north, anſwering every deſcription that is given of him by the 
| prophet, in the former part of this chapter, beginning at the ſixteenth 
verſe, And the fox that ſhall appear in high places, and, by his cunning, get 
even into the houſes of: the moſt high, ſhall be a favourite fox, He Hall 

feed upon aainties, and he ſhall have influence over many foxes ; yea, © and 
lambs ſhall lie down before him and do reverence, - But the lions of ſdirit, 
and the wolves, and their young ones, ſhall ſeek his. deſtruction © continually, 
From hence it is plain, that this ſame fox is now. amongſt us, and has 
been ſeen COUR Ting it up and down in high foreſts, and, by his ſeeret 
fawnings, and deteſtable under-mining attempts he has got into good feed, 
and that, as it were, unobſerved. We have, my brethren, too long borne 
with his ferriting ſcratches; we have already reaſon to curſe the time that 
ever ſuch an animal exiſted amongſt us. O my beloved, take care ! be 
upon the watch! this hungry Reynard ſtill lives—ſtill acts ſtill rules! 
and, unleſs the other part of this prophecy had taken place, we had utterly 
deen undone for ever. Having conſidered thus far, I ſhall proceed, in 
the next place, to ſnew, ? 


Secondly, How, and in what manner à he-lton is to rouge himſelf in the 
ſout h, and why they ſhall be at war with each other, ſo as never to divell 
at quiet, If our eyes, my beloved, have been in the leaſt open, we ſurely 
muſt have perceived, that the words of the prophet, in this point alfo, has 
been fully verified and brought to paſs.— Na, and a he-hon ſball rouze 
himſelf in the SOUTH ; that is, A he-lion ſhall rouze himſelf in ENG- 
LAND. You cannot be ignorant, nay, you muſt be ſenſible, that, of all 
wild beaſts, the lion is the moſt courageous. The pleaſing contraſt the 
prophet hath here drawn, by way of ſimile, cannot be 8 4 
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Than the fox and the lion nothing can, in this reſpect, be more directly 
oppoſite ; not only the figure and ſize, but nature and principle. The 
one, unuſed to flattery and deceit, timidity and cowardice ; the other, a 
noted partaker of each. With principles thus contraſted, no wonder that 
each on each ſhould caſt ſo black an eye, and be at variance, and ſhould 
not dwell at quiet. We well know, however, that when a lion is brought 
from abroad, in order to be brought under ſome reſtraint, he is confined 
in a priſon, wherein he may be kept from diſturbing the quiet of thoſe 
foxes that are generally the moſt crafty, and are the moſt afraid of him. 
My brethren, do but apply this particular to the times in which we live: 
behold; and ſee. if nothing of this kind hath yet come to paſs amongſt us. 
It was the way of the ancients to write by way of fable, and our prophet 
hath thought proper to adopt that pleaſing method above all others. To 
explain this part of our text, it may not be amiſs, therefore, to remark 
here, what we are to underſtand by a he-lion. This, according to the 
ſenſe of the learned, can' mean no other than the reſolute Patriot, who 
has ſo much exerted himſelf in the behalf of his country; who has ever 
kept a jealous eye on the deſigns and mean artifices of the favourite Got- 
fox, and gloriouſly brought to open light what fear and cowardice 
have always been aſhamed to reveal. It is the noble exertion. of this 
lion that hath ſo terrified the whole neſt of foxes. He has, like Samſon, 
knit them all together, tail to tail, with a firebrand between each two, 
from which diſtreſs and entanglement they know not how to extricate 
and deliver themſelves. By way of trial they have, however, caſt him 
into a den; nevertheleſs, he ſtill continues to cauſe in them a dread, that 
eaſily they cannot conquer and overcome; ſo that they fill are at ar 
with each other, and do not dwell at quiet, —Proceed we now to conſider, 


Thirdly, What diſtreſſes and tumults ſhould oppreſs the land, ſo that 
the oppreſſed ſhall riſe up by hundreds and by thouſands. And firſt, my 
brethren, I ſhall conſider the diſtreſſes.— Thoſe who are any ways ac- 
quainted with life and the world, muſt, of conſequence, perceive, how 
diſtreſs and miſery fill our ſtreets, For the want of a proper ſupply of 
ee and the common neceſſaries of life, how many of our poor 
ave been ſnatched off in their prime! Others advanced to old age, 
grey bair'd ſubjects, tender fathers, affectionate mothers, loyal friends, 
and, honeſt Britons, O! how have they been taken from amongſt us by 
the cruel uſage of Poverty and Want. When corn and proviſions have 
been plenty ; when providence hath crowned our harveſts with abundance; 
bow have our poor been debarred from partaking thereof, while the 
owners have ſtored their barns, and kept it ſnameſully back from thoſe 
who were ſtarving with hunger. Not only were theſe practices, bcloved, 
133 paſſed 
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paſſed over and winked at by men in power, but at that very time, it was 
known to be carried abroad to enemies — open enemies profeſſed ene- 
mies! and to them ſold cheaper, by far, than we could poſſibly pur- 
chaſe it at home. Add to this, the large quantities of wheat continually 
being caſt into the waters, which, by long ſtanding, had been ſpoilt, and 
rendered uſeleſs — even to the DESPISED POOR, | | 


Who then can wonder at the riſings of the people? or be amazed 
at the tumults (not abroad, but) at home? Is there not reaſon—ſufficient 
reaſon. for theſe murmurings and complaints amongſt the lower claſs of 
the people ? The Prophet might very well lay a particular emphaſis here— 
and the oppreſſed SHALL riſe up, &c Never had people more occaſion 
to exert what little ſpirit they had left in their own cauſe, before they 
were utterly deſtroyed. —Thus things were going on in a very foul way 
for their deſtruction. . They ſaw them, and were wiſe. - Fair and bum- 
ble means were at firſt tried ;.. petitions were offered; ſupplications were 
made to men in power, and to UNFEELING miniſters ; whoſe conti- 
nual promiſes were, They WOULD aſſiſt; - proviſions SHOULD be 
lowered in their prices, and they might rely upon their IMMEDIATE. 
_ conſideration and diſpatch. | Theſe promiſes, we are now ſenſible, were 
made to appeaſe the noiſe of the VULGAR, as they are ſtiled, for ne- 
ver was any thing done in their behalf in conſequence of thoſe promiſes, 
and they were left to ſhift for themſelves, and to do as well as people in 
their ſituation were capable of doing, without THEIR afliſtance. — 
In this manner were they kept in ſuſpence, ſtarving and to ſtarve, till Ne- 
ceſſity (the mother of invention) taught them how to riſe in large bodies 
together, no longer to pray, but to demand. Then came forth, even in 
this great city, multitudes of mechanics, various in their profeſſions, and 
firm in their reſolution, exerting themſelves in their own defence, chuſing 
rather to fall by the ſword, than be in the midſt of plenty dying for the 
want of proper ſuſtenance and nouriſhment, | | 


Thus I have briefly conſidered the diſtreſſes and tumults which have 
come to paſs, according to the prophecy of the Prophet. I come now to 
give ſome deſcription of the /ocu/ts which are to overſpread the face of the 


whole land. 


And in theſe days locuſts, &c. As there are of foxes ſeveral kinds, ſo of 
locuſts the ſame. But, in general, every ſpecies of this inſect are ac- 
counted vile. Their nature is to herd many together, therefore, vaſt mul- 
titudes are reſembled by them. In Arabia, as well as England, the peo- 
pleare infeſted with them ; but, in theſe times, they more particularly in- 
feſt the latter. They generally roms upon corn, when ripe, and what 


they 
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they do not eat, they infect with their touch. They die whole ſwarms 
together, and, after death, they poiſon the air and cauſe a. peſtilence.— 
How happy our prophetic writer appears in his expreſſions and ſimilies, I 
leave to the determination of my hearers ! Nothing could have been more 
to the purpoſe in anſwering his defign to paint ta the people the events of 
futurity, in this reſpe&, than that of the /acu//7. According to the deſcrip- 
tion I have juſt given of that inſet, how ſtriking a reſemblance does it 
bear with the ſwarm of vile locuſts which was ſeen, nay, daily found in 
the weſtern part of our renowned city, where numbers have been ſeen to 
aſſemble together in companies and flights, to accompliſh their evil de- 
figns. In the twelfth chapter of the Propbecies, the Prophet takes notice 
of the time when they diſappear, and, what events follow, from verſe 88, 
to verſe 92. Now after the locuſts ſhall have perplexed the people, and 
have been even in one place years two and five, they ſhall divide themſelves 
apart. And it ſhall come to paſs, that when the old locuſts ſhall die away, 
that there ſhall be great joy and feaſting among the people. But bebold, 
they ſhall fear the coming of another ſwarm, for they ſhall not know what 
they ſhall do. And the people ſhall be divided among ſt themſelves what man- 
ner of ſwarm it ſhall be, But the beginning thereof ſhall be deſtructive 
unto many. I have, beloved, quoted thus much that ye be not miſguided ; 
| locuſts are again amongſt you, they are even come with a great power; 
and, though the laſt ſwarm are ſeparated, and are gone, yet, take care, 
the beginning of theſe, you perceive, have already been deſtructive unto 


' Having thus gone through the principal parts which I at firſt intended, 
T now proceed to make ſome practical improvment upon the whole, and 
then will have done. And, | 


1. Sceing. that a fox is thus come from the north, let us be watchful, 
and extremely jealous, of every motion that may be made of his exertion. 

His cunnipg is deep; his attempts ſly ; and deceit artful. He may be 
found to make urine of the ſtrongeſt taint upon his tail, and cloſe our 
cycs in ſuch a manner, that we cannot purſue him in his intrigues, 
Dead or inactive he may feign, but at laſt rouze up and devour a multi- 
tude, It requires, therefore, the greateſt diligence and perſeverance to 
prevent his becoming our deteſtable and inveterate deſtroyer, 


2. As we are encouraged by the preſence of a lion, we ought not ſo 
much to be caſt down as to grieve our ſpirits, and faint, as though no 
proſpect of help were nigh.— The lion is a furious beaft ; hardſhips and 
difficulties, that commonly appear ſo to us, become as nothing to him; 

and we have alteady found, that his power ALONE hath defended us 
: . . | in 
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in our Houſes — in our Caſtles — in our Poſſeſſions. We ſhould there- 
fore be thankful, and rejoice that there is one power provided againſt 
another, ſo that our attempts, for the liberty of our children, do not en- 
tirely become of non-effect. | 
3- In all times of diſtreſs and tumultuous proceedings, we ſhould be 
particularly careful how we do and act, neither to be ſeen defending our 
own cauſe, or walking by the way-fide *, leſt, either by: fire, or ſword we 
be deſtroyed, and our lives taken away. —In ſhort, my brethren, to 
be in favour with the great, let yoo * be nought, lie down 
peaceably and be trod upon, reſiſting none who impoſe upon you, 
r n 9 n 
* * 


And chen 


44. Seeing that locuſts of a new kind are come upon us, let us behold 
them awhile in their actions. If they oppreſs us, and, as the laſt ſwarm, 
blaſt every gleam of hope, that may 1 * favourable in our behalf, we 
may expect no good from them. If they direct themſelves by the 
NORTH wind, and are governed by that cold corner, it is reaſonable 
to expect, that we ſhall ſpon be in a ſtarving condition, ſince that wind 
carries with it a moft dreadful and omenous aſpect—of which we have 
been the too ſad and uncomfortable ſpectators. 


To conclude, Let every one be upon their guard. Whatever ap- 
pears, in the ſtrict eye of Reaſon, to carry with it the impreffion of 
Truth, a taſte of true Patriotiſm, and a love for Liberty and univerſal 
Freedom, by all means let that be the firſt embraced. And I truſt, my 
brethren, that theſe few hints, which I have juſt thrown together, will 
not be unworthy of your notice. May this diſcourſe have its deſired 
effect upon you, and promote, in ſome degree, your fortitude and cou- 


rage under every impoſition that may be lain upon you by a ſet of 
arbitrary ###****, Zen, | 43 


Now unto all men be conſolation, friendſhip, and good will, from this 
time forth, and for evermore, Amen. 


* Alluding to that meritorious action in St, Gone Fields, namely, the firing upon, and killing 


— of his majeſty's ſubjects, as they were ſatisfying their curioſity thereabout in ſeeing Mr. 
Cs, : 
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